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Underway 2019 
Counterclockwise around the country  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Social Butterflies 
the one with an unexpected meet-up 

Dave and I go our separate ways on our last day in Fredericksburg, Texas. He bikes off 
on adventures over local trails, and I take the truck into town for a little window/Christmas 
shopping. And lucky me — there are two quilt shops in town. I pick up a souvenir piece of 
fabric for a someday project. Dave is impressed with the variety and quality of the outdoor 
recreational spaces that the town and county made available to the folks of Fredericksburg.  

For dinner, we decide to take TV travel show host Samantha Brown’s recommendation 
and dine at Otto’s, a german restaurant in a remodeled house across the street from the 
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for cousin Karen — a custom boot shop!
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museum. One of the top meals of the trip! The Flammekuchen appetizer makes our 
tastebuds dance. According to Wikipedia, Flammekuchen is a “speciality of Baden-
Württemberg and Rheinland-Pfalz regions of Germany” — where my Cotherman ancestors are 
from! The weather is overcast but relatively warm, so it is very pleasant to be outside walking 
off a yummy meal. We both find the pale stone cottages and local architecture quite 
charming. If we had to pick a place to spend the winter in an RV, under the pecan trees here 
in the hill country is a top contender! 

On Wednesday we have a 260 mile trip to the north side of 
Dallas. Dave needs an airport this week, and DFW will let him make 
a non stop flight to Norfolk for business. Our site at the Vineyard 
RV Resort in Grapevine is at the far and of a spit of land in a big 
lake. Each site has generous space, concrete pads, parking for 2 
vehicles, and full hookups. From our windows we see pairs of 
planes lining up for their approach on parallel runways into DFW. 
We can also see ducks, seagulls, herons, and egrets also landing 
and taking off from the lake surrounding our campsite.  

To Dave’s delight, he discovers that Grapevine has a train 
station two miles away that can take him to the airport. While he 
wings his way to his talk in Virginia, I happily spend the day hand 
sewing.  

Friday is a day I have been looking forward to, ever since we had to change our trip 
route, giving up Big Bend and coming to Dallas. It’s Girl’s Day Out with my dear friend Kendra 
— who recently moved from Oregon to Texas. You know we talked non-stop for 12+ hours! 
First, breakfast at a great little French bakery downtown. Grapevine merchants are full tilt into 
decorating the store fronts, not just their window displays for Christmas — which just puts the 
cherry on the top of this day. Kendra and I both like to scrapbook, but the Dallas area does 
not share our passion. So this time, our road trip is to quilt shops, and we find two (out of four) 
gems. We each come home with some project materials. Naturally, quilt fabric hunting takes a 
lot out of a girl, so we *had* to recharge at a wine bar. Luckily it also happened to be happy 
hour, and the flat bread pizza was delicious. Before I knew it, it was 10pm and time for Kendra 
to get on the road for her trip home. It was a real treat! 

Saturday is a long day for Dave — up at 3am central time to fly back to Texas. I get 
laundry done. The camp laundry uses credit card readers to collect payment instead of 
quarters — they even use the same system to sell firewood bundles. This morning it is very 
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busy outside the trailer — dozens of folks gather at a nearby 
site. It turns out that the camp is planting trees at the 
campsites out on this spit of land, and volunteers have 
arrived to do the labor of digging, planting, and mulching. 
There are several pairs of dad’s teamed up with their sons or 
daughters today.  

To our surprise, over the last week Dave has 
discovered that several friends from the facebook group Airstream Addicts and the 
Alumapalooza Rally are in the Dallas area Saturday night! So naturally, there should be a 
meet-up, and Dave is at the center of the arrangements. Jihong Tang, who Dave has helped 
plan routes for her Airstream ski trips comes to camp to hang out for awhile. Elizabeth and 
Jack, on their way to spend the winter in Arizona drive in from the south side of the city. We 
had a delicious dinner with lots of lively conversation. Great fun to see everyone — and we 
hope to all meet up again at the next Alumpalooza.  

This afternoon, we have still more social activities planned! Who knew seeing so many 
old and new friends would result from Dave needing to camp near an airport!? Tara worked 
for Dave back in our Monterey days, and her husband also served in Dave’s command. Their 
family recently moved to this area. We last saw Tara 15 years ago! Today we get to meet their 
kids, Bella and Benny. The kids seemed to love the playground here in camp, and the adults 
had a great time catching up.  

Tomorrow we pack up and start for Mississippi. We’ll be camping about two miles 
from where our house on Sarah’s Lane used to be. Until next week Mom, Love Ya!
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Who, ME??! — I just got caught making bunny ears behind Tara


